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MONDAY, AUGUST 5, iMO.
[in CONTINUATION.]

UIA1I.
uncm or MILITARY AND CIVIL AUTHORITY.

The Senate having under consideration the followingievolution, (submitted by Mr. C*sa on the 27th of June.
Rttolvtd, That the CoiutDitlfo on Military Atl'airs be in-

itruoted to Inquire into ilia uxprdisncy »t prohibiting by
la# any officer of the unity itum auumirtR or derailing
within the limit* of >ho United Ht&tu* any olvil i>ow«r or
antboiity not conferred by nn act of Congress, and of pro¬
viding au adequate punishment lor aueti oifenoe.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said: Mr. President, I in¬

dicated on a former occasion that i should have Home-
thing to say on this resolution when it should come up
for consideration. This resolution, which was offered by
the senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] proposes to sub¬
mit to the Committee on Military Affairs the inquiry into
ibe expediency of prohibiting by law any officer of the
army from assuming or exercising within the limits of
ibe United States any e vil authority not conferred by act
ol Congress,and providing adequate ptTnishment for such
otfcnces. I do not propose to go into the merits of this
resolution; yet ] would wish to call the attention of the
mover of it to the necessity of making it more specific, of
directing the inquiry to that which he wishes to reach.
As it stands, sir, connected with the history of events
which have recently transpired, we should be at a loss to
determine whether it was proposed to censure the Con¬
gress of the United Statoa, from whose delay the neces¬

sity has arisen, or the Executive of the United States.
either the last or the present administration.or the offi¬
cers of the army. Most probably, sir, the latter; and if
the latter, then the censure is itmioeed on that to which
it leaat justly attaches. It is a tact well known to the
whole country that 4uring the war with Mexico we held
liossesaion of the district of S.inta Fe and the whole Ter-
ritory.of California by the power of the military forces
alone. To wbat, then, were we to refer for the preser¬
vation of order i Not to the courts which had just been
expelled from the couutiy by military authority; not in
the case of California to the legislation of Congress, for
they bad no1 power to legislate for it; but necessarily to
the military authority, which held it by conquest, and un¬
der orders of the Executive of the United States.
The resolution as it stands directs the inquiry to some¬

thing, still more remote.to that great necessity which
sometimes occurs and drives an officer to declare martial
law.that resort of Gen. Jackson when called to the defence
of New Orleans, and. without using which the city would
have fallen, probably, into the hands of the enemy. The
senator from New Hampshire has proposed an amend¬
ment which will render the inquiry more specific, if it be
adopted by the Senate, which points the committee to an
inquiry into the order given by the last and the presentadmimstiation to any officer of the United States confer¬
ring authority to be exercised without the limits of the
several States of the Union, and to report by whom, and
to whom, and by wbat law* such orders were given.
These orders as well as these assumptions of authoritydepend upon the usages of war.upon the law of nations.
They are not derived from the constitution of the United
States, and could not be provided for by the legislation of
Congress. If the committee be directed to the inquiryexpressed in the original resolution, its terms are either
too broad or too narrow, it either restricts the MilitaryCommittee from inquiring into those points which mayrequire legislation, and which are connected with the
subject under consideration, or else it opens an indeter¬
minate field, without authority to recommend to Congress
any provisions for like cafes. Mould like cases occur,
wbicn would be to forbid the exercise, as heretofore, of
discretionary power, without substituting any other.
This is one of the contingencies of war. It necessari¬

ly results from war that commanders sometimes performfunctions not ordinarily intrusted to militaiy officers;'it is one of the extreme necessities for which each ease
has itself provided. As the law now stands each officer
asaumes it under the high respoimbiliiy lie feet* tu pux
to bis country that a necessity existed which justified the
assumption. I do not pretend to say that all which has
been done deserves to be approved. Indeed, on other oc-
easiona I have said, I believe, that authority bad been
assumed by officers exercising commands in the territory
of the United States, not compatible with the duties of
their profession, not required by necessity, and in viola*
t on of the rights of citizens of the United States. I hold
that it wae the doty of the army, when this territory came
into our possession, under the orders of the Executive, to
bold it for the United States till Congress should provide
for it: and such were the declarations and acts both of
the administrations of Mr. Polk and Gen. Taylor. Both
have absolutely declined to give any decision upon the
question of boundary, considering it as a subject over
which the legislation of the country could alone exercise
control. I will refer to a case before me, which fully main¬
tains my position upon the whole subject. There is a
district upon the Rio Grande which lies below the old
limits of the province of New Mexico, which was never
a part <d Texas until it became so by the treaty of San
Jacinto, which wae, if acquired by the treaty of (JuaJa-
lupe Hidalgo, in an anomalous condition It wasposssessedpartly by our own emigrants and partly by Mexicans,
and wae without lair from the date of the treaty of peace
and limita with the republic of Mexico. The command¬
ing officer of tbe division stationed at Santa Fe directed
the officer who held subordinate command over this dis¬
trict, and whose headquarters were opposite to El Paso,
to apply wbat is called tbe Kearny code, tbe government
provided for New Mexico. These orders were referred
to the Executive through the War Department, and I
have before me the answer:

WaU DtrAftTMKMT.
. Adjutant fieneial's Olboe, March 8, 1850.

1 am directed by tbe Secretary of War to Mia, in reply,
that, regarding s« be doe* your orders to Major Van Uom<-,
Of December SB, 184$, a* mumfratly assuming lo decide the
question of territorial jurisdiction cf TrxaS over the place*
enumeiatrd therein, and professing to extend a "ooi'.e" ol
law* which b«d not been accepted by the people even
whiiit under military authority, it it dtemed necessary <tl«
tmctiy to iwpest, for your guidance on lUi* oocasion, what
the department lias often Mated, that tbe Executive has no

power to adjust and settle tbe question of territorial limits
n.volved In tbis oase Other co-ordinate departmsnta are
stone corn|ietent to make the decision. Tli- main duties
ol the aiiny are, to give proteotion and security on lim sail
ol the United Htatos, anil preserve luternal peace Wliai-
sverelte isilorio moet arise Irom tbe urgent BUSWtt ol .

neceuity which cannot lie po<tpnned, a> d to avoid tbe a*,
eroise or any civil authority which Is n<K joatiftod by that
necessity. In sending to these people the '"Kearny ex!-,"
or other codes. It Is proper to remark, that tho only rogitla-
tior.s which are applicable lo their condition are those lawn
which were in lorce at the period ol tbe conquest of New
Meiloo, or Tela* may e-tablish The o<ily -Kcepnoii is,
thst they ho n<M in opixxiuoii lo the tutislituiion and law«
of tba l/nlted .'Hates.

This is in keeping with the message* of the President,
thrca of which now lie before me, and in each one of
which be declare* it is not for tht Executive to determine
the boundaries of the Territories, and that the boundary
of Texas must ha determined by ibe legislative branch
alone. So Isr a* any officer of the army has exercised
authority to determine tbis question, it theielore appealsthat he is responsible for it.

I will act weary the Senate by reading more that I
find qtrip necessary, snd will generally hut refer tQ
authorities anles* their xesdu.g he called for. Either in
the cast of Santa Ft , California, and the Lower Rio
Grande, or io that portion of Mexico which was occu¬
pied during the war, there was no civil court. Tbe
courts of the enemy conld not be permitted io exercise
jurisdiction in the oountry, anil Congress had provided by
legislation for no courts under the authority of the Uni
ted States. Offences were constantly committed in and
about the army, of which military court* could not take
cognizance. This difficulty was early pointed out. The
Secretary of War in 1840, in bis report accompanjing the
President's message of that year, called the attention o(
Congress to it. This necessity incressed with tbe increase
of the territory of which ws held possession, and Anally
became the subject of correspondence by flan. Scott, who
prepared a projit for the purpo*<i of establishing a com¬
mission under military authority to take jurisdiction of
thos*-offences of which cnurts martial could not taks cogni¬
zance Gen. Taylor in his correspondence frequently
pointed out this difficulty, and the embarrassment lesull-
ing from it hut nersr assumed to provide a lemedy.
Tnus all of these show the necessity which txiated at
that time and place for tbe officers of the army to exer¬
cise some authority over the subject, which was not
strictly professional; and I-submit if it should not have
been provided for by a law of Congress. If, in the ab¬
sence of legislation, and under astern necessity, somecivil authority has been assumed, who is to be censured
for H I Shall the censure fall upon tbair Executive, who
maintained our authority by the means (.-anted to him,
or upon the officers of the army, for tbe faults whtcb we
have committed' The beam is in our eye, and we
should not' be searching for the mole which is in oar
brother's. It wss not in tlie power of the Executive, and
*tdl less id the power of tba officers of the army, to r«m>

edy the evil. It was in us; and we have been derelict to
our duty. We have created a necessity, and driven these
officers of the army to assume an authority which waa
extra-professional, and from which they would all have
gladly been relieved.
With these remark*, which are intended mainly to di¬

rect the mover of this resolution to some modification of
its terms, or induce him to accompany it with such in¬
structions as will point the committee clearly to what be
dei»iren, and which will aive it aome power to remedyexisting difficulties, I will proceed to the consideration of
Home portion of that argument which'has been connected
with this resolution. I would be glad if the debate which
has ariaen upon this resolution would permit me to stopwith the expression of those views which belong to the
resolutjon itself. Rut the remarks of the senator from
Texaa involve other considerations, and require a spe¬cific answer. At the time when the boundary of his
State wan the subject of discussion, at the time when
Congress threatened to deprive his State of its territory,he wanders from that question which was before us, and
which might have called out all his energy and devo¬
tion as a Texan, aud goes into the remote history of the
army upon the Rio Grande, to display his affection for
the State he represents. What had the orders and the
discipline of the army on the Kio Grande to do with the
territorial rights of Texas i And what, I would ask, can
the senator find to justify him upon this occasion, at this
remote day, to bring up questions of the discipline of a

camp of wnich he showed himself supremely ignorant,andin the treatment of which be showed himself supremely
unjust.' Whetr these remarks were submitted to the
Senate, I could illy brook the defamation of my old com¬
mander, and not very patiently bear the studied detraction
from my. comrades of that hard-earned reputationwhich many of them gained at the expense of
their lives, and many who live possess with the in¬
cumbrance of wounds and disabilities which theywill carry to their graves. But happily believing that the
fame of one and the other was not to be shaken by Buch
an attack, I was prepared to allow the defence, both of
that commander and my comrades, to fall into the hands
of those who were not restrained by those political con¬
siderations which bore upon me.to those to whom it
would be a task equally grateful, and, under the circum¬
stances, perhaps more appropriate. I did not fear to leave
their fame without a defence, well assured as I was that
their reputation was based upon services of which the
country is fully aware, and that their defence might se¬
curely be left to history, and to that more imperishablewitness, the tradition which springs from the actors in
the scenes to which be referred. But that senator has
thought pro|>er, at a more recent period, to reaffirm all he
said upon a former occasion.to reaffirm it when the cir¬
cumstances were changed, when that restraint of political
relations to which I have referred as acting upon me bad
passed away, when political reasons as connected with
my old commander bad been closed by the giave. Now,
sir, if a political opposition ever did disqualify me in the
minds of just men from defending the military conduct
and character of General Taylor from the assaults of er¬
ror or prejudice, that disqualification ceases. Now, sir,
I am free from these restraints, aud come to |>erfoim a

duty which is equally meet and becoming to my posi¬tion to execute.
Now, sir, we have reached a point when the material

ol history is to be collected. Now partizan zeal has
reached the limit beyond which honorable men do not
extend it, and the scales of justice may be more trulybalanced. Under these circumstances, then, I come to
save from injury the reputation of a gallant soldier; 1
come to save from detraction my buried friend; and I ex¬
pect to prove by the very witnesses which the senator
from Texas himself brought forward the gross injusticeof every reflection which he has made, and I expert from
bjs generosity and his manliness, and the benevolence of
hischaracter, which I have known so long to distinguishhim, that he will retract every aspersion he has thrown
upon the fame of that distinguished soldier.
The PRES1DEN F. The senator must not apply a re¬

mark of that kiud to any senator. "Aspersion" is a
word that should not he so used.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I never design to be

personal to aiiy member of this body, certainly not to the
which remark, under the suggestion of tKe 'd&air?TwiU
read, in order that it ma^be seen how far my language
is applicable. In referring to the people of the State of
Texas, be says:
Tbe people of that State have been unwarrantably at-

sailed, traduced, and defamed by tbe present Executive of
the nation, when a geneial in the Aald. If 1 were not sus-
MM by incontes'aOle authority, 1 wouKl SCOW H nn|>uir>
to any high functionary of this government aught that was

unworthy ol his station, or of the hiuh position which he
ocouples ; but in this case I am fully sustained in every
word 1 say, as I will show by recourse to testimony stronger
than tbe mere assertion of a political opponent, that will
carry conviction to the mind of every candid man.

Now, sir, I say I propose, by tbe very witnesses that
be has brought before the Senate, to prove that he was

wholly unsustained in bis aspersion ; and I expect him
as a just man.not to say a generous and benevolent:
man, as I said before.to withdraw that defamation, or
elae to find himself in a position, which he has himself
described, as one "it would excite bin scorn to occupy."
Tbe facts in this case ate quite tbe reverse from tbe view
which theaenator from Texas has thought proper to pre¬
sent. The letter to which be refers, and from which he
makes a quotation of tbe opinion expressed by the com¬

manding general of the army of the Kio Grande, that the
militia of Texas were too far from tbe border, and their
aid could not therefore be depended upon.that asser¬
tion was no defamation, as be says, of the character of
the people of Texas, no reflection upon their gallantry.Nor was the expression in relation to the Texans made
bf ihe (irneral, when, as the senator nays, not one of
them had ever been placed under his command, and not
a solitary corps or individual of them had he then ever
seen ranged under bis banner.

Sir, before the wsr commenced, specific authority was
given to that general to call upon the people of Texas
for forces, if ne required them. The indication was that
Texan was to have priority in any demand for troops
In a letter from the Wat Department of August 0,IMS. he
was instructed to look to Texas for such auxiliary force
as lie might require. In keeping with my promise not to
resd more extensivel^tban was necesaari, I will not
read that letter, unless the reading be called for; but be¬
fore Ibe receipt of that authority, a correspondence had
commenced with the President of Texas in relation to
the defence of her settlements. The commanding gen-
eral, writing from his headquarters at Corpus Christi to
the then President of Texas, Anson Jones, says as fol¬
lows:

)ISADQttARTS**, Cocrus Chkikti,
August 10, 1845.

Yun have undoubtedly received Intelligence of the ho*
tile *tep» taken by Mrxico, and tne probable declaration of
war *k*iiisi us by that f.owrr Under these circumstance*,
I ilo not deem It p udent to detach any portion of my force
at present; a id it I* the principal object of this oommuni-
cation to rfwwimend that any volunteer* or *pie* no# In
tlie service of Texa* be t-onlinuett In employment, sliotiM
von consider it neness \ry for the defence of the frontier.
It you concar in (hit vi-w, I will, at your instance, des¬
patch an olltcer to mutter into ttie service of tlie Uuited
State* sny oomimnie* which yot( msy designate at necee-
nary lor the Wuiity of the frontier, to o<mlorm in numbers
and organixatiou to the taw* of the United State* Should
-uch inuster* t>e inad», I will recommend that the officers
and men, while in service, continue to reoeive the *ame
rate of pay which they have drawn Irom the Texan gov-
ernment.
My pre»enoe, and that ol iny command, i* now Imper-e

lively required on thi* frontier. Wnen our relations with
Melton and the state of the service in thi* quarter shall

GHrmu my ab.mnce, J will uke itreai pleasore la
g to the *eat ol government, and conferring with you

p' isonHlly in relation to the proper dWpitiifoas to b« made
lor the permanent occupation of the frontier.
Thi* was done on hi* own responsibility, a* appear*

bv the following extract from a letter to the Adjutant
General at Washington, D. C. s

HaaDgtiAKTta*, Cospus Cmtirrt,
August 2H, IMS.

In rr;(ard to Employing volunteer* froin Texa*, you Will
perceive th«f I have in part anticipated the wishes of the
government in my teller of thn Irtih instant to President
Jones, a copy of which wa* furnished you on the 19th la
that goutinunication, I looked only to tne defence *f the
frontier ngsinst Indian agere**ion« ; but I shall now com¬
municate with President Jones, and aaoenaln the number
of voluiiioisr* that nan be called into service in oa*e ol fen
invasion l»y Mexico, and (hall take the necessary steps to
arm and employ that force, ihould the *afety of *ha conn-

try require it.

In answer to thi* letter the President of Texas, Anson
Jonci, Informed him of 300 rangers then in the service of
Texas. These ranger* were mustered into the service
under the command of General Taylor. One company
of these rangers wa* serving with him at his headquarters
at Corpus Chriali, where he foand them when he
arrived in that country. They ware under the command
of Captain Bell, now, I believe, the governor of Texas ;eo
thai if be bad written anything in that letter of Match
M, 1S46, which expressed any opinion in relation to the
troop* of Texaa, it wm subsequent to the time (bat they
had been mustered in under hie command, and after a

portion of th«« had eerred at hie headquarters it wae

not, then, without any personal knowledge of them. It
was not, then, when, as the senator aiwinei, he was
bound to form his opinion entirely from their militaryhistory, and 44 the bright lustre of iheir own lone Htar."
The conclusion that their remoteness rendered it im¬
proper that he should rely upon the people of Texan for
volunteers wan fully justified by subsequent facts, which
will be presented. The senator from Texas, who has
seen service himself, knows as well as any one that a
general standing with his command almost in contact
with an opposing army before hoetilities had commenced^and when the hope was still eutcrtaiued that he mightavoid collision.I say that, under such circumstances, he
knows as well as any one that militia are not the most
desirable force; he knows as well as any one why a
general, instead of volunteers, should ask for regular re¬
cruits to strengthen his command, when it was necessary
to preserve the strictest order in his own camp, when, to
carry out the policy of conciliation, it was essential to
have troops who would implicitly obey orders, both in
sight and out of sight, and that he should have troopswtiom.il necessary, he could detach, in lull assurance that
if they fell in witn any of the inhabitants ef the country,they would neither wantonly offend nor maltreat them.
These were considerations which folly justified him in
asking for recruits rather than volunteers. These were
considerations, however, that he did not preeent. Con¬
fined to the view which the senator from Texas has
prevented in an extract.the (act that the militia of Texas
were too remote from the border to be depended upon.
there is nothing to have provoked an attack or to have
warranted even a complaint That opinion was folly ver¬
ified by the del^y which followed his call upon Texas for
troops when collision became inevitable. When it was
apparent to him that conflict must ensue, then, as ear¬
ly as he became convinced of that fact. (April 20,1940,) he
wrote to the governor of Texas and of Louisiana, and
called upon each of them to furnish him with four regi¬
ments. Now, see what follows. Did the Texans, as the
senator says they would have done, rally to his standard
jn a moment / Did they come before the troops of Lou¬
isiana ! Upon the answer to this question I rely for a de¬
cision as to the justice or the injustice of the conclusion*
to which the senator Irom Texas has arrived. This call
was made upon the sair e day both upon Texas and Lou¬
isiana.was answered by the arrival ot part of the Lou¬
isiana troops upon May 20th, and on May -24th the other
detachment arrived. Hut the first notice that 1 find of
the arrival of any Texan troops was on June 24th, one
month after the arrival of the Louisiana troops, and then
only as being encamped at Point Isabel for purposes of
organization:

Hkauquahticks, City of Matarnoras, May 21, 1846.
Sir I have to report the arrival this day ot Gen'. Smith,

with the battalion ot the tirst in tan try, the Washington reg¬
iment ot the Louisiana volunteers, and a company of vol¬
unteer* from Mobile. Another regiment of Louisiana vol¬
unteers is below, and will probably arrive this evening or
to-morrow. Tina command was aceoinpanid from the
month of the river by ibe steamboat " Neva." which suc¬
ceeded without difficulty in reaohmg this place.

Hi^dquartkks, Matamoras, June 24, 1846.
Some volunteers have arrived at Brasoi Santiago tram

Tennessee, presumed to be of the twelve months' quota;
but 1 have received no repoit from Ibeir commander. The
volunteers who previously arrived from New Oileans
have n< arly all moved to Baxrita, except two regimelits at
this place ; and 1 shall bring them up the river as soon as 1
can procure irantportation, which I am impatiently await¬
ing, and lor want of which I am still unable to make a for¬
ward movement. The volunteers Irom Texas are encamp¬
ed near Point Isabel, and are now organising under the di¬
rection of ihe governor.
We have no authentic intelligent!' from the interior of

iMexico. The army at Linares is believd to be moving to-
w.uds M interey, mnch reduced in numbers by desertion
and sicknets. it is rumored that Uusumeute is at the head
of the government, and that l'nrtdds is advansing with a

large lorco to this frontier. Another report places Herrera
at ttm head of atl'uirs, but there sesins to be no intelligence
ou which we can safely rely.

Non\, must not the senator from Texan on thia point
withdraw every reflection lhat he has made t Does he
not, in ti»e firm place, find that that letter waa'not written
before the General bad command of the Texan troops t
¦}"»« no) find iliat, instead of reluctance to exerciae
tue authority mmo, kini Iv /xtlered Ttuo
troope to be mustered mto service before hie nadreceivea
the authority from the War Department ? Does he not
find, further, that his callel upon l'exaaat the same time
that he called upon Louisiana, and that about a month
intervened between the arrival of the troops of those
States I Then I ask him, in the face of all there facts,
whether he will still persist in his assertion that the
opinion quoted by him was unfounded, that it was a re*
flection upon Texan troops, and that the Texans were

waiting to join at a moment's warning the General's
standard, and to punish the Mexicans I The aenator, who
well knows that the statement in the letter pointed to a
fact which subsequent events established most fully, yet
converted it into a stigma upou the people of Texas
Why, sir, it required ingenuity of the highest order to
find any reflection in this upon the people of Texas. It
required a pronenesa to censure to see in it anything else
titan a simple declaration of a fact which the world knew
then, and which subsequeut events have established, if
it wan then unknown, that Texas was sparsely settled,
her borders constantly invaded by savage foes.that she
was occupied in the defence of her northern and western
frontiers when the army of the United States was ordered
to Texas to protect her from invasion by Mexico. But
out of this simple extract irom a letter which waa sup¬ported by facta such as 1 have mentioned, he not only
draws the construction of a stigma upon the people of
Texas, but he makes it a basis for glorification of his con¬
stituents of Texas which 1 am sure the people would
never have applied to themselves. Who are they ? Are
they not emigrants from States of this Union t Did not
tbe revolution of Texas spring from the energy, the
courage, and the free principles which emigrants from
the United States had carried into Texas ? And if tbey
differed in any respect from tbe people of the United
States, it must be by the infusion of that blood which
the senator froin Texas seems so much himself to despise.
that of tbe ordinal Mexican inhabitants. In this alone
can they differ from other people of tbe United States. It
ia strange to me that a senator who himself was at the
head of the revolution, had tbe glory to baive been the
leader of I bat laat great battle which terminated so glo¬
riously for the flag of Texas.that he, who cannot fall to
remember that bis ranks were filled by emigrants who
came to aid their brethren in tbeir struggle, and who had
never been reaidenis in Texas.strange that be ehould
attempt to make invidious distinctions between the peo¬
ple ot Texas and other citizens of the United States.

But, air. of these lour regiments which I have stated
did not arrive until after the Louisiana regiments, there
ia another fact eomewbat indicative, which comes in as

supplementary to tbe argumenta of tbe eenator. But
three of ibeee regiments ever arrived.two of mounted
troops, and one ot infantry; the fourth reginent never
came. Let no one suppose 1 say tbia with any view to
caat reflection u|>on the people of Texas. Far otherwiae
I refer to it but toestablieh the fact which the General
knew before, that they were not in a condition to fur¬
nish larfl quarters to his army; it was a aparsely aettled
country, and it yrould take a long time to raiae and or¬
ganize troops; and, under such circumstances, to detach
large Wli«« of men from the demands which their con¬
dition creates, for the purpose of war, it is necessary that
the inducement should be strong, and tbe term of service
abort.
Tbe senator from Texas said that the Texans were

kept at I'oint Isabel, the most unhealthy situation.that
th«y occupied it for weeks without tents, and that tents
were lying at Fort Brown, etc. It would have been very
hard for the senator to have condensed in a sentence of
the en>ne length a greater number of errors. Point Isabel
was a high point, the highest |*>int in the neighborhood,
the only one exempt from drifting sand, ft was selected
a« a site for the general hospital, and remained such till
tbe conclusion of operations in that quarter. An arm
of the sea swept its base, and it was the only high hill
in tbe neighborhood that was covered with gritse. It waa
a very desirable-position, as far as health and comfort
were concerned. Then be says tbey were kept without
tents Peihaps that ia the point that makes it so grave
an accusation It could not be tbe poeition itself, for the
senator but a short time ago was describing to us the
great im|x>rtance of I'oint Isabel, msuperiority over other

Sisitions in tbe neighborhood of the mouth of tbe Rio
rande. Then, however, he waa arguing for a fsrrison

to lie sent there to guard the custom-house. When it
was to be described as the encampment of tbe Texan
troops, it was at once converted into the most unhealthy
position in the neighborhood. Now, sir, for the state¬
ment about the tenia. He aclerta Fort Brown aa a depotfrom which tenia might have been drawn. My opinionia, that from Nova,Scotia to the isthmus of I'anama, be
could not have aelected a place to whiob he might not
as well have gone for tenta as to Fort Brown. The gal¬lant and obstinate defence that the garrison had made
deprived it of its camp equipage. They cut up their teats
to make sand baga u> form ramparta against the enemy.
They were without tenta themselves; instead of being
the storehouse from which tent# were to be drawn, the
brave defender* wen themselves unsheltered, in this
tatter of May 90, nearly a month after the call upon Tex-

as for troop*, the General, writing from Matamoras,
¦ays in relation to the volunteer* from Texas t

HKAOqifABTKa*, Matamora*, May 21), l&MS.
In my 00»>inu(iloatiiMi to tlta governor, iho organisation
wu very eiucily prencribed.Mine that Indirattd from
your oflicii an the 3Sili of August, lbi5 1 lind, however,
thai tins oxgallizatinn Itai been exobedod; and, moreover,
that iJenerai Gaines ha* oiUled W mom volunteers limn 1
dettmetl neuosnary, extending the oall to other States be

Louisiana. It willol course be for the government to
decide whether tlie future operation* in this quarter will
require the amount ol I'oroe (eutirely, unknown) which it
ooming h.lliet. . . . . I f<\ar that the volunteers have
e&haut'ed the supply of tents duposiu >1 iu New Orleani fur
the ose of ihi^ m my. We are great1/ in waat of them, and
I mini requott that immediate measure* be taken lo send
direct to kiraio* Santiago, bay 1,0(10 lent* for the use of the
army la the Held. The tents of the 7th infantry were out
up to make sand bag* during the recent bombardment ol
Fort Browu.

Sir, the senator from Texas, an old soldier, should
have lookisd still further into this question. The depot*
of tenta in the United 8taie« had all been exhausted. A
war had suddenly come upon the country, and the ordi¬
nary supplies were quite insufficient, anu soon were en¬
tirely exhausted.not only of tenta, hut of all the neces¬

sary camp equinage. The Quartermaster General, with
that energy and fertility of resource which so eminently
distinguish him, resorted to every expedient.amongothers, the use of a new material for tents, the material
ordinarily used for their manufacture being exhausted.
Of this material substituted, tents wete manufactured and
transport*! to the army as rapidly as the transportation
would allow. Where, then, sir, is the foundation for
this charge which vould insinuate, if it does not specify,
inhumanity upon part of the General.that he kept
troops in the mat unhealthy exposure, wholly unpro¬
vided with tents, while be had a depot of tents at a short
distance from their encampment i Vanished, sir.van¬
ished under the application of the toustetone of fact.
I have a right to appeal to the justice of the senator to
withdraw this reflection also.
But again: that senator, in the same temper of self-

glorification, refers to the battles of Palo Alto and Re-
saca de la Palma, and says "Why, sir, 250 Texan ran¬
gers, if he had applied for them, would have repulsed
any attempt that might have been made to cross the
Rio Grande.by the Mexican troops, and the song of
peace would have been heard uninterrupted up to the
present day." Yes, sir, 230 Texan rangers, or at most
500, he says, would have beeu sufficient for that pur-

B. Yet, sir, a squadron of dragoons, before hostilities
commenced, was sent out to observe the river, and

reconnoitre above the headquarters of our army. It was
commanded by a soldier whose gallantry was never ques¬tioned or suspected, and whose daring Anally cost him
his life upon the plains of Mexico, while his junior cap¬
tain, was one of the moet accomplished soldiers in our
army, whose education tiad been perfected abroad.
These officers, at the head of their companies.Captains
Thornton and Hardee.were captured in the neighbor¬
hood of the American encampment by a detachment of
that very army which he supposes 230 Texan rangers
could have held in cbrck, and tamed into peaceful de-
sires. vBut, Mr. President, is it to be presumed or asserted
that this whole country wan thrown into one general
burst of joy.is it probable that our towns were illumi¬
nated when the little army on the Rio Grande repulsed,beat on two fields, a Mexican army which could have
been held in check by 250 Texan rangers I Is it true,
sir, that those soldiers whQ had spent their lives in ac¬
quiring their profession, with an army of 2,000 men.than
which none was ever more favorably composed for des¬
perate service, old soldiers and young leaders.performed
only what 250 Texan rangers could have done so much
more effectually i Shades of Ringgold and Mcintosh, Bar¬
bour, Ridgely, and Duncan, and thou, the hero of the
Mexican war, let not your ashes be disturbed! The star
of your glory will never be obscured by such fogs and,
empty clouds as that. It will continue to shine brighterand brighter as long as professional skill is appreciated
or bravery is admired, and patriotism has a shrine in the
American heart.

But. sir, it was not alone in the United States that the
military movements and achievements on the Rio Grande
were viewed with admiration. The greatest captain of

"¦*** "*-T.. * _lh» mrwnant hf>
saw the positions taken and the combinations made upon
the Rio Grande.the moment he saw the communication
opened between the depot at Point Isabel and the garri¬
son at Fort Brown by that masterly movement of which
the battles of Palo Alto and lUsaca <ie la Palma were a
part.exclaimed that General Taylor is a general in¬
deed. And yet, sir, all history is to be rewritten, all the
rapture and pride of the country at the achievements upon
those bloody fields are to disappear, and the light of
science to pale before the criticism of that senator, by
whom we are told that a little band of mounted riflemen
could have done that which cost no many American lives
and hecatombs of Mexicans. The senator from Texas
spoke in language well calculated to feed the vanity of
his State, but not as a historian, nor, as it seems to me,
quite as au American senator might, and in a manner still
less becoming to an old soldier. The senator goes on to
express the ferocious impatience of the Texans to pursue
the Mexicans, but says "they were restrained, and lieu¬
tenant colonels from tbe interior were permitted to lead
our troops through the dense chapparala and jangles of
Mexico, whilst the brave Texans were restrained or
taken to the southern plains, there to meet beneath burn¬
ing suns a lingering death by disease."

Mr. President, who restrained them I They came not
till the enemy had gone. They came not until he had
concentrated hia forces at Monterey. They came not till
the trnope of Mexico, far beyond the Sierra Mad re, and
even from San Luis Potosi, were reported to have ma le
a junction with the retreating army at Monterey. Who,
them restrained them t Who sent M to southern
plains f What lieutenant colonel led the troopa through
tbe jungle and the chapparal / Sir, the fact is that these
troops were led by the highway, the only way by which
infantry could have been marched. The column of
march followed a plain wide road. There was no jun¬
gle and no chappaul. The only detour made from the
great route pursued by ihc army was made by Tcxsns
themselves. They took tbe route through China, which
is probably the route referred to by tbe senator, and they
lost some two or three of their men. But he says they
could have got to the city of Monterey in June, and that
they could have taken the city or been killed. They
could not have got there in June. I doubt whether they
could have got there at any time alone. The outposts of
the enemy retired before the advance guard of our army.
They no doubt would have fought a smaller force.
But if they had finally got there, then the senator has

pot in a very good alternative, "or they eoold have been
killed." They were brave men. ( have no doubt they
would have dared to go wherever their cnief would have
ordered ; and it he had been unwise enough to have or-
M them to Monterey, I have no doubt they would
have attempted ii, and that they could have and would
have been killed in the attempt.
Then the senator from Texas, in his second speech, at¬

tempts to account for the refusal of the Texan infantry to
proceed to Monterey, they having been discharged at
Camargo, about one month before the battle at Monterey.
He says that the reaeon why tbe Texans declined wa* the
unpopularity of tbe officer*, and that there was no pros¬
pect of further action.
Now, sir, to take up the reasons one at a time : The

leader of that infantry regimeiit1ind served with distinc¬
tion in the army of the United States, and was well
known as one of the best officeie in it He was the ad¬
jutant general of General Atkinson in the Black Hawk
campaign of 1833. It was General Johnson, than whom
there is nowhere to be found a braver and rarely rf more
skilful soldier. How, sir, did be get into the command
of the Texan regiment of infantryr He was elected to
the office, 1 suppose They elected their officers, as I un¬
derstand it. Ttien it wa« by their own choice that he
got the command.

In the next place, w« there any apprehension that
ha would keep them out of dangeroix servirc, or any
fear that they would not get into a right it there was
one ! No one who knows anything of flint officer will
ever believe it. When his regunent was discharged, and
lelt him at Camargo, General Johnson remained, and of¬
fered hie service* as an individual; they were accepted,
and he wasdistingniahed in the battle of Monterey, and
complimented in the general orders. Then, as to tbe
prosit at tbe time of any further action: The pro«nect
about that time was imminent. The report was,that Bus-
tainente w,u already in the vicinity, and that Paredes
was on his way with reinforcements, and General Am-
pudia wss reported to be, with greatly augmented force,
at or near Monterey. The commanding general, when
he corresponded with the department, said, indeed, that
he placed no confidence in the repoita of the Mexicans
He did not know where they were, nor when they would
arrive.whether they would give him battle at Monterey
or not; it might be before reachirw that place, or it mightbe beyond it, at tbe Paas of Los Muertos.correctlynamed, if intended to promise death to an attacking col¬
umn.for it ia one of the strongest places by nature,
against an army going from tbe north, which is in the
country.
He had been corresponding with the department from

time to time, informing them of his want of transportation,of bis inability to advance, and alao announcing bis pur¬
pose, as soon aa ha should have made a depot at Cainargo,
to march upon Monterey and take it. That towu had the
reputation lor the greatest strength of any in the country.
It was balievejl by the Mexicans to be impregnable, tu
all the domestic struggles, the Indian incursions, and va¬
rious wars of Mexico, it had jiever been taken. General
Ampudia, the military commandant of the town, pledgedhimself to its inhabitants that, unless driven to extremity,
be would give us battle outside of Monterey.The senator says that the fortifications were not com¬
menced before September. Now. the Jreal fortifica¬
tion at Monterey.tnat called the New Citadel, which,
among the volunteers, had the louiirujiut of the Black
Fort.was dusky with age. Its stone battlements stood,
and still stand, proof against any strength we ever had,
ant), against the assaults of mounted riflemen, might stand
a thousand years. That never was taken, sir, and we
never had the power to take it, aave by capitulation. Ad¬
mirably situated as it was, and having all the massive
strength of Spanish fortification, it commanded the
town, which it had the power to demolish, - Tbe town
jtself was a fortification from one end to the other.
The houses being built of stone, with stone walls
three or four feet thick, with balustrades fitted for the
exact pur;ioees of a breastwork, made the whole town
a fortification. The houses, for the most part, aro only
one-story high, and immediately overlooking the narrow
sheets. This was no place, sir, for tbe charge of horse¬
men. This error may have resulted from another, which
was indicated when the senator referred to tbe fact
that tbe heavy ordnance was kept behind. He sup¬
poses it was left by choice. Not so, sir. It waa left be¬
hind solely from necessity, and for the want of trans¬
portation. The deficiency of heavy artillery was sup-Elied by an extraordinary amount of effort. Unbroken
orses were taken and harnessed in to supply the means

of transportation. The commanding general had to de¬
pend upon the enemy for tbe transportation of the pro¬visions to supply his troops. The transportation was, to
a great extent, obtained Irom the Mexicans themselves.
Tnat march was an extraordinary one. It was hurried,
as the General's correspondence shows, in order to aid
thfe government in concluding; negotiations and a peace,and with the hope of preventing the necessity of a gen¬eral war. The march was therefore undertaken, all un¬
prepared as the army was. It became necessary for him,therefore, to reduce his army by leaving behind every in¬
efficient man.regiments of 900 or 1,000 men were cut
down to 300. With tbis picked force, he commenced his
march, which it was believed at the time would termi¬
nate in one of the most severely contested battles ever
fought. And, sir, the struggle was as to wbo should be

Brmitted to go. The letters read by the senator from
aryland, and which 1 will not read again, show that

the General offered the Texan infantry an opportunity to

fiao on with the army. But, sir, they did not want to go.II do not say that they were afraid to go, but they did not
want to go on foot. It waa with difficulty that one regi¬
ment was induced to consent to go on foot, and that regi¬ment declined at the eleventh hour.

But, air. the senator says these Texan troops did goodservice.that is, the mounted men; that they took the
plaza, took the heights, and took the Bishop's palace.Well, air, I am at a loss to know upon what grounds the
senator rests these statements. The plaza was never
taken. There is, therefore, no question aa to who took
that. It was never taken. No one ever saw it even ex¬
cept at one corner, and that at a distance, until after the
capitulation. "It remained in the hands of the Mexicans.
They had concentrated their troops on it. They cover¬
ed with troops the roofs of the neighboring bouses,which surrounded tbe plaza, over which they hun< as
black clouds up to the time when it was finally surren¬
dered by capitulation. Therefore, it is useless to argueabout who took the plaza.
Then, as to tbe Bishop's palace, which the senator

seems to invest with all the charms once attached to the
" balls of the MontezumasHe evidently supposes that
Bishop's palace to have been a most formidable place.Probably he considers it a fortified caatle, with moat, and
drawbridge, and tower, and garrisoned battlements. On
the contrary, that Bishop's palace was the remains of a
house once commenced but never finished, never garri¬soned, and never susceptible of being defended. It stood

Even tbe little redoubt at the end of tbe palace was built
upon the opposite side to that which was attacked. That
redoubt was not built to resist an attack, but to cover the
army if it should retreat, being driven out oMie town. It
was a work of defence for a retreating army, and not a
work for resistance to an invading one. It was on tbe
wrong side of the palace for that, looking to the town of
Monterey, and not towards the troops who attacked it.
As to tbe heights, the taking of which he ascribes to tbe
Texans, they were taken by all tbe troops of Worth's di¬
vision'; and that gallant soldier to whose memory we
have recently paid a tribute.tbe soldier who bore to his

Save the wound honorably received at Lundy's Lane.
at soldier, most competent to command a division com¬

posed of various arms; led veteran troops tried at Palo Al¬
to and Resaca de la Palma. With those troops the Tex¬
ans in brave and generous rivalry struggled, and a mod¬
est man would be slow to say that they achieved the
frats on which rests the fame of that field. Gen. Worth
was never accused of prejudice against the Texans,
though he was sometimes accused of favoring them too
much. I will lead extracts from his report touching
each event, and it will be seen how the heights were car¬
ried, and by whom:
Extratl¦ from Qtntral IVurtkU report oj tkt battti of Mo*-

itrtf.
On the morning of the Slit the division was pot In mo¬

tion, and with lucb formation a* to present the readiest or¬
der of battle on any point of asssult At tlx (he advauoe,
consisting of Hay* * retain, supported by the light aompa-
nie«, flret brigade, under Captain C. V Smith, (both ex¬
tended at the valley widened or contracted,) closely follow
ed by Duncan's light artillery and battalion heads of col-
uram, on turning the angle of the mountain, at a hacienda
called San Jerommo, came upon a strong force of cavalryand intantry, mostly the firmer. A conflict Immediately
en<u*d Tno Texan* received the heavy charge of caval¬
ry with their unerring rifle* and usual gallantry ; the light
companies opened a rapid and well-directed fire i Dun¬
can's battery #n in action in one minute, (promptly sup-

Eorted by a section of Mxokall's,) delivering its Are over the
eads ol our mon. Ere lhe^lis»oi the combat, which

lasted but fifteen minutes, the first brigade had formed to
tne front on the right and lelt, and delivered Its fire. The
second brigade was held in reasrre.the ground not admit¬
ting of its deployment. The enemy retired in disorder.
At 12, in., a foro* was detached under Capt. C. P. Smith,

with orders 10 storm the batteries on the crest of the-nearest
hill, called Federation ; and, alter taking that, to carry tbe
called f>>rt Soldada, on the ridueof the same height, retired
about 600 yards. The two effectually guarded the slopesand roads in either valley, and consequently the approaches
10 iht city. This command consisted of four companies
(K 3d, Hid, and Usnd H 4:h artillery) of the artillery
battalion, and Oreen's, Mc'rowan's, K A. Utllesple's,
Chandlis'a, ilalli.v.'s, ami MoCullorh'soompanies of Texai
rifljmrn, under Msjor Cuevslier, acting In co-operatloo.
in all about three hundred effectives.
Tne appearance ol heavy reinloroement on tbe summit,

and the cardinal importsuoe of the operation demanding
further support, the 6tii, under Major Scot', and Blanch-
ard's oompany ol volunteers, were immediately detached,
a<v.ouip*ii.ed by Brigadier Oeueral S nub, who was in¬
structed to lake direction in iliat quarter. On reaching Ihe
advauoe parties, General Smith discovered that, under la-
vor ol the ground, be could, by direotirig n portion of the
force lo the right, and moving it obliquely up the hill, carry
the noldada simultaneously with the Federaolon. lie ac¬

cordingly veryjudxionsly pointed, ami accompanied the
<Vtb, 7ib, and Biaucliard's company in lliatdireOUon. Cap¬
tain 3 ulili's coininatMl, having most gMliantiy carried the
itrst objsct of attack, promptly turned ihe captured gun.a
9'pouuuer.upon tlie second, ami moved on Willi his main
body to participate in tlie assault upon Soldada, wbich
wa< carried In gallant style by the forces under Scott, Miles,
1:1.men*rd, and Hays, (who had been detached on spnoiai
service, but who returned in time to share with flfty of his
men in the first assault, and take a prominent part in the
second).the whole directed by Gen. Smith
Lieutenant Colonel guilds was assigned to lead ibis

storming party, eonsismig ol three companies, (J andOlih
and A Sd, artillery battalion,) three com paniustt.lt infantry.
(A, M, and I),) under Uapiain Soreven, with two hundred
Texan riflemen, under Colonel Hays, and Lieutenant
Colonel Walker (captain of nflne) acting in co-operation^The cominmid moved at three, conducted to its point of
ascent by Caputin (lenders, military, and Lieutenant
Meade, toiiograpiuoal engineers. Kavowd by the weather.
It reached by diwn ol day witbin about one hundred
yards ol the orest. In which potmen, among the olafis or

within a lew yards ef ihe smnmit. wnen a well-d^cicd
and dastiuc lvH Are, Muwed by che bayonet ol tlie regulars
autl rush ol the Tttxans, placed us in po»ee»aton ol tWe work
l'he cannon having been piovioasly withdrawn, M im¬

pression ujuld be made upou the massive walls ol tbe pal-
aoe or Its outworks without artillery, except at an enonnona
sacrlllce.
Aner in«.iy affairs of light troops and several feints, a

heavy sortie was made, sustained by a strong corps of cav¬
alry, with desperate resolution to repossess the heights
Such a move bsil been anticipated and prepared tor.
L:euten<nt Colonel4hiIds had advanced, undsr cover, two

rornpanies ol light troops, under oomiAnd of Captain Vin
ten, acting mtjor, and judiciously drawn Bp the main bod/

to ovm mmactamuM.
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ol bis oomtnaud, flanked on the right by Htri'i ud M
by Walker'* Texans. The enemy advanced boldly ; wu
resulted by one general discharge froui ail wtum; tied in
contusion, oloaely prested by Ghllds aud Hay*, preceded byth* light troops under Vitiiot); and while they Aed pest,
ourtiuopt entered the palace and lort. In a few moments
the unpretending Hag of the Union had replaced the gaudy.landard ot Mexico.
Due credit was given fur what they did; and I aaa oae

of (he last to deprive tbem of a single feather is their
plumes I grant they dwerved what they got; and no
one claimed for tbem more, until the eenator from Texas

1 ,he *n°y w" derelict or unemployed, andthatTexaiis came in and took the town for them.
j/bn "I1*1?' f,om T«" Idle as that Tanasdid all this. They took the palace. I am well aeuredthat no one of the brave men who straggled in '*.*' r*iT-
test could ever make any such pretensions. The* know
too well (he difficulties of the performance. They know
too well by whom they were led. by whom they wensupported, by whom they were covered, and by whomthey were directed, ever to make such a claim. It
only be made by one who did not see aud who baa
carelessly read the history of that contest.
The senator from Texas, after theee high claims, com¬

plains that the Texans were denounced as the refuse of
the army, and he must rescue them froatobloquy. I ask
him who has cast obloquy upon thum ? Who denounced
them as the refuse of the army I I ask him still further,
if he intends to assert that Gen. Taylor withheld from the
Texans due credit for their services in any battle. Gen.
Taylor was a man of few words. He usually said what
he thought, and always thought what he said, and he
expressed it briefly. He was never extravagant in the
commendation of any man, and never withheld justicefrom any. 1 will recur to various places io his report, to
show the equal notice taken of all who were alike en¬
titled to notice.
Extractt from th» report of Qen. Taylor afltr tht bmiiU ofMontirty.
Major General Henderson, commanding the Texas volun¬

teers, has given'me import int aid in the organisation of
hi* command, and its subsequent operations.
Colonels Mitchell, Campbell, Davi*. and Wood, com¬

manding the Ohio, Tennessee, Mississippi, and second
Texaj regiments respectively. . .»

I have noticed ab >ve the officer* whose conduct either
fell under my own immediate eye, or is noticed only In
minor reports which are not forwarded. For further men¬
tion of individual*, J beg leave to refer to the reports of di¬
vision commander*, herewith respectfully transmitted.
Here the colonels of Texas were commended ia com¬

mon, and equally with those of other regiments who
were longer under fire, and reference is made to tha re¬
ports of division commanders. But this was not all; andI call the senator's attention to two general order*:
General Order, ) Hcadquartkrb, camp near Mormuurr,

No.123. $ September 27, IMS.
The commanding general has the satisfaction to OMptt-

n lato the arinv under hi* command upon another signal
triumph over the Mexican forces. Superior to us In num¬
bers, strongly fortified, and with an immense preponder¬
ance of artillery, they have yet been driven from point to
point, until forced to sue for terms of oapitulatien 8ucb
terms have been granted as were considered due to the gal¬lant defence of the town, and lo the liberal poileyof our
own government.
The General begs to return his thanks to his oomonandsrs,

and to all bis officer* and men, both of the regular and vol¬
unteer forces, for ihe skill, the oourage, and the persever¬
ance with which they have overcome manilold difficulties,
and finally achieved a victory shedding lustre upon the
Amerioan arms.
A great result has been obtained, but not without the loss

of many gallant and accomplished officers and brave men.
The army and the com.try will deeply sympathise with
the families and friend* of those who have thus sealed their
devotion with tbeir lives.
General Order, ) Headquarters, camp near Motterey,

No.124. 5 October 1, IMS.
The mounted troop* from Texas, having expressed a da-

tire to teturn home during the present conation of active
service, will be muatered out of service and discharged to¬
morrow
Tho command ing general taksa thia occasion toatprsn

his sa'iafaction witli the efficient aerviee rendered by the
Texas volunteers during the campaign, and particularly in
the operations around Monterey; and he would especially
acknowledge his obligations to General Henderson. Gen¬
eral" Lamar and Burleson, and Colonels Hay* and Wood,
M8. a»s»l«tance they have iendured Ha wish*
and hotnea.

'

Col. A H. Johnson, who haa served in the campaign as
inspector geueral of the volunteer diviaion, la hereby honor¬
ably discharged lioin the service. He will receive 'the
tliai^a of the commanding general' for the important Mr-
vices rendered by him iq that capacity.
Now, air, where does the senator aland f Theae are

the facta, which, as I said before, and now repeat, require
the aenatoijto withdraw hia accusation. Bat the language
of the senator would induce one to euppoae that there
had been denunciation for acting well at Monterey. Af¬
ter claiming the capture of the town aa the work of the
Texan*, he aaya:
" Even after that they were denounced and atigmatiaed

as the veriest refuse of the community, and aa a dishonor to
the army." " Even theae deeda ware not sufficient to rea-
cue them from obloquy and defamation."
The factia that they were commended highly, and spe¬

cially commended for their services in battle, bat were
censured for their irregularities, which was tha doty of
the General, and he would have done it without inauuc-
tiona. It had, however, been made hia particular duty, by
the special orders be had received, to conciliate the peo¬
ple of Mexieo in every quarter in which he marched.
The aenator treata the subject of the murdera about the

town of Monterey after the capitulation aa though it had
been simply a Mexican killed in battle, and aa a fair re¬
taliation. A retaliation upon whom i He says a Texan
was killiMi. and it was a lair retaliate to kill a Mexican.
Did they kill the man who committed the murder f If be
bad been found, there would have been no necessity for
violating ordera, in order to retaliate. But the retalia¬
tion was the killing of ionocent persons.it might be help-
lea* women and children.by firing upon a house, or by
killing aome peaceful Mexican coming with supplies to
market, because tome of the robbere from the mountaina
had killed a Texan.
The senator Irom North Carolina near me [Mr. Bad-

cm] reminds me that thia ia the Indian rule; bat it
would be aa impolitic, if applied by an invading general
attempting to conciliate the people, aa it would M inhu¬
mane. The people were disarmed, and whiiet we held
the country there wa> an obligation to protect them If
we failed in that protection, and permit'ed the robbers
from the mountaina to come among them, and then they
should kill one of oar own men, the failure wae oars,
snd the crime was not that of the helpless inhabitants.
We were bound to puniah the robbers who violated their
property, and were the terror of the country. We be¬
came their guardians, and our negleat of that dutv could
not justify us in killing one of the innocent people of the
town because theee marauders in their visits should mur¬
der one of our people. But this the senator from Texas
calls retaliation, as though the unarmed inhabitant*were
to protect the troop*, instead of the reverse.

But he eaya that after the capitulation of MontMiy
Mexicans were notdiearmed, but went armed about the
town. If the senator will turn to thearticlee of capitula¬
tion, he will find not only the number of arms that thsy
were permitted to retain, but the number of rounds of
ammunition which they were allowed, aad ibe conditions
of the grant. When they crossed tbe plains to Sen Lu»
Potosi, the retiring troope were allowed for defence
against the Indian* these arma, and with them in tneir
hands they marched out of tbe town, under the eapar-
vision of our troops. I never saw an armed Mexican

riding about tbe town after the capitulation. ....
There was an armed lancer shot in the street, and that

was the particular atrocity to which reference wap mede
An officer of their army upon parole was present in Mon¬
terey, and with him he had an orderly. Tbty war* about
to atari from Monterey to go to i*llilk>. He wae riding
out of the town, ami the orderly was following. That
orderly was armed because he wae going into the coun¬

try, and he was shot from a widow aa he rode through
the atret t rhe immediate commander and military
governor of the town of Monterey, the lemented (Jen
Worth, tolil me thai that officer on parole, on leaving
Ituwn, had just shaken hands with him; and before his
band* were yet entirely cOol from the parting gm*P« be
was informed-thai the officer's orderly bad been shot in

the streets by tbe Texan Kitxsimmons The breve, boo¬
kable Texaite who were there never c >unienanc«l the

act. The brave and good men of the Texas ragunent were
as indignant asoihersat the infamoos atrocity. L,oionei

Hays waa the first to arrest the offender; ana 11 ne naa

been allowed to ileal with him, that
.

probably have met aum nary panishmenL Ihia is Mt a

sample The true soldiers of the Tew
evrrv other, denounced these irregnlnnlies of their own

Z7 other. Thev supported the command-

ing general in mil tb-th. &*«».»><*« ofWa»un-
trv tor the honor of the army, nnd of the Bag Im bore

I& compl y ttfelSS
rlaas the rreat msjority of the 1 exan troops, who MTer
,...ni*n*nced or defended these atrocitiea.

H. muat^.^ heard of Mexicane ehot at other pteee.
and at nn anterior period. Tha senator aural* J*®**
intend to joetify euch an act m that which ia fully ra-


